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It is my great 
pleasure to 
have served 
on the Driscoll 
Children’s 
Hospital 
Development 
Foundation 
Board since 
2014 and it 
is with even 

greater pleasure to serve for the children 
of South Texas. 

As we move into a new year, we owe 
a big thanks to all of YOU for not only 
contributing invaluable funds for Driscoll 
Children’s Hospital – but for providing life-
changing care to so many children in our 
communities. 

The pages of the Winter issue of Driscoll 
Life are a testament to the impact your 
support has on the children and families 
in South Texas and the resilience of 
the remarkable people who continue 
to serve on the frontlines. Despite the 
uncertainties and obstacles that arose 

in 2020, the continued support from 
our neighbors and friends has allowed 
Driscoll to uphold the promise of 
providing care to every child, regardless 
of their parents’ ability to pay.

As I look ahead to the upcoming year, I 
am hopeful that we can strengthen our 
ability to help children far into the future. 
The vision set forth by Clara Driscoll – 
“Until all children are well” – serves as a 
reminder that our efforts are never quite 
finished. Through our collective action, I 
am confident we can continue to provide 
exceptional care to future generations of 
South Texans. 

Thank you for being a part of our mission.

Sincerely,

Bob Shockney, President 
Driscoll Children’s Hospital 
Development Foundation Board
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Bob Shockney, President of the 
Driscoll Children’s Hospital 
Development Foundation Board 

Welcome from

Driscoll Children’s Hospital received 1,000 
doses of the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine 
and immediately started vaccinating clinical 
workers on Wednesday, Dec. 23, 2020.

Jaime Fergie, MD, Director of Infectious 
Diseases at Driscoll Children’s Hospital, 
and Jesse Munoz, RN, were the first two 
frontline workers at Driscoll Children’s 
Hospital to receive the Moderna COVID-19 
vaccination. 

“I decided to get the vaccine early on to 
protect myself, family, work family and 
patients. I have lost family members to this 
virus and seen what it’s done to others close 
to me,” said Jesse Munoz, RN, CPN.

“The morning the vaccine arrived, I was 
definitely excited about the news and 
signed up as quickly as possible to get my 
shot. Shortly after, my director told me I 
was the first nurse to get the vaccine here 
in the Driscoll Health System. That was an 
exciting moment, due to the anticipation 
leading up to finally doing something to 
combat this horrible virus.

“As I made my way down to the auditorium 
with my director, we started to play the 
‘Rocky’ theme song to get us hyped, which 
it did! I was ready to see this moment 
happen, to get this vaccine in a room filled 
with friends and colleagues from all over the 
hospital. As the crowd focused on Nancy 

Rodriguez, RN, as she administered the 
shot to me, I felt a weight being lifted off 
my shoulders with getting the vaccine. I 
can now rest easier knowing I’m now better 
protected against the COVID-19 virus that 
has done so much harm to so many.”

Additional doses of the Moderna COVID-19 
vaccine have since been delivered, and any 
Driscoll Health System employee interested 
in receiving the vaccine can sign up for it.

Also, Driscoll Children’s Hospital and the 
City of Corpus Christi have teamed up 
to provide the COVID-19 vaccine at the 
American Bank Center to community 
members 65 and older.

 When shipments of the vaccine are 
available, appointments can be made online 
at driscollchildrens.org/covid19vaccine or 
by calling 1-844-977-1477 Monday-Friday, 8 
a.m.-5 p.m. All appointments are on a first-
to-schedule, first-to-serve basis.

Jesse Munoz, RN, gets his COVID-19 vaccination, administered by Nancy Rodriguez, RN.

The first Driscoll team members to receive 
their COVID-19 vaccinations were Jaime 
Fergie, MD, Director of Infectious Diseases 
(left) and Jesse Munoz, RN.

Driscoll Children’s Hospital 
begins COVID-19 vaccinations
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We are excited to announce the 29th Annual 
Fiesta de los Niños – On the Patio, presented 
by Flint Hills Resources, will be held 
Friday, May 21, 2021, at the Pavilion at 
Concrete Street Amphitheater.

We’re gathering at a different time and place due 
to COVID-19, but the goal is the same as always: 
to celebrate the life-saving work done at Driscoll 
Children’s Hospital and to help the children of 
South Texas continue to receive the healthcare 
they need.

For more information, visit:
www.driscollchildrens.org/fiesta-de-los-ninos

http://www.driscollchildrens.org
http://www.driscollchildrens.org/covid19vaccine
http://www.driscollchildrens.org/fiesta-de-los-ninos
http://www.driscollchildrens.org/fiesta-de-los-ninos
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Eleanor and Kris Busk were expecting their first child, a son, and dreaming 
of all the things first-time parents dream of and worrying about all the 
things first-time parents worry about. Eleanor had a seemingly typical 
pregnancy through the first 25 weeks. Then, everything changed.  

During a scheduled prenatal appointment, Eleanor was diagnosed with 
severe preeclampsia. Her blood pressure was elevated and she had gained 
42 pounds of fluid in three weeks. 

“I had a perfectly normal pregnancy until all of a sudden it changed,” she 
recalls. “They said I was going to die if we did not deliver the baby.”

An ultrasound showed Eleanor’s baby wasn’t moving at all. He was curled 
up in a ball, hunkering down and redirecting his blood to just his heart and 
his brain in what doctors said was a miraculous feat to preserve his most 
vital organs. 

At just 25 weeks and 6 days – in the midst of a global pandemic – Eleanor 

www.driscollchildrens.org WINTER 2021  DRISCOLL LIFE      5

delivered a one pound and six ounce 
baby boy through cesarean section. His 
tiny foot was just big enough to rest 
against her thumb and his hand was 
unable to wrap around her pinky finger. 

They named him Oliver Louis, meaning 
“peaceful warrior.”  

Born a micro-preemie, Oliver needed 
a high-frequency oscillatory ventilator 
to help him breathe. He had chronic 
lung disease and two holes in his heart, 
among several other issues. He had a 
long struggle ahead of him, and with 
COVID-19 running rampant in Corpus 
Christi, Eleanor and Kris made the 
decision to have Oliver transferred from 
the NICU at the adult hospital to the Level 
IV NICU at Driscoll Children’s Hospital. 

“We knew Oliver was going to have a long 
NICU stay, and we knew there were going 
to be more options for him at Driscoll,” 
said Eleanor. 

With wires and tubes strapped to his 
translucent skin and his eyes fused shut, 
Driscoll’s Critical Care Transport Team 
securely placed Oliver in a transportal 
preemie pod, used to safely move 
newborn infants, and began the journey 
to Driscoll. 

COVID restrictions prevented Eleanor 
and Kris from visiting Oliver together, 
so they took turns, often spending 12 or 
more hours each day by his side in the 
NICU. While they could not control their 
situation, Eleanor wanted to do as much 
as she could to help Oliver. She began 
pumping breast milk while recovering 
from her C-section, and they watched as 
their tiny warrior started to grow stronger 
each day. 

 “It was the scariest time of my life but 
at the same time, it was amazing to get 
to watch him grow, change and develop,” 
said Eleanor. 

With breathing and feeding support 
still necessary, the next hurdles were to 
wean Oliver off the ventilator to a CPAP 
machine and start bottle feeds. 

Thirty-seven days after his birth, Oliver 
was removed from the ventilator and 
Eleanor and Kris were able to hold him 
for the first time. Although they were still 
not able to be together as a family of 
three, the parents took turns providing 
Kangaroo Care, or skin-to-skin bonding, 

and bottle feeding. 

Like most premature infants, Oliver 
needed comprehensive care from 
multiple specialists. In addition to the 
neonatology team, he was cared for 
by Driscoll specialists in rehabilitation, 
pulmonology and cardiology. Oliver 
also had an underdeveloped retina that 
required swift intervention from an 
ophthalmologist to prevent him from 
going blind, and days before discharge, 
he underwent surgery for an incarcerated 
hernia.

Eleanor still gets emotional talking about 
their NICU journey – one she describes 
as an “exhausting, emotional roller 
coaster.” She is grateful for the excellent 
care and attention Oliver received during 
his 111-day stay at Driscoll. 

“We had amazing care at Driscoll. 
Amazing care,” said Eleanor. “I can’t say 
enough nice things about the nurses. 
They’re amazing people that I came to 
know and love, and I felt very comfortable 
leaving Oliver in their care.” 

In addition to regular pediatrician 

visits, Oliver has check-ups with 
Driscoll Pulmonology, Cardiology and 
Rehabilitation Departments. Driscoll will 
continue to follow Oliver’s progress as 
part of the High Risk Follow-Up Program, 
which evaluates the development of 
NICU patients for the first three years of 
life. 

“You’d look at him now and never guess 
he was a preemie,” said Eleanor of her 
now-12-pound – and growing – baby. 

Today, as a 7-month-old little boy, 
Oliver’s story serves as a reminder of the 
incredible care provided through Driscoll 
Children’s Hospital. Sometimes the tiniest 
feet have the hardest journey, yet are 
capable of taking the biggest steps.

The support of generous donors makes it 
possible for Driscoll to provide life-saving 
care to children like Oliver, and hope for a 
bright and healthy future. 

“Without the retcam in the NICU, they 
may not have been able to save Oliver’s 
vision,” Eleanor said tearfully. “It goes 
beyond the child. They gave me my baby; 
they gave my parents a grandchild.”

Photo courtesy of Sweetest Snaps Photography

Oliver’s oxygen tubes were removed shortly after coming home. He is a thriving and very 
happy baby, thanks to the care provided by Driscoll Children’s Hospital.

Oliver:
a micro-preemie’s story of hope 
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Donor Spotlight

A mother whose child was in the Pediatric Intensive Care Unit 
(PICU) looked down from the windows of the hospital to see a 
sculpture of children playing with balloons – a sign of hope that her 
child would soon be able to play again, she said. 

The new statue, generously donated by the Gates Family, serves 
as a warm, child-friendly welcome to families at Driscoll Children’s 
Hospital, and hope for a brighter future.

Smiles, hugs and a soothing touch are as much a part of Driscoll’s 

approach to treating children as is its advanced medical treatments 
and technologies. When patients and families come to Driscoll for 
help, they are met with the same compassion, spirit and generosity 
with which Clara Driscoll blessed our community when she founded 
Driscoll Children’s Hospital more than 60 years ago.

Thank you to the Gates Family for sharing this beautiful piece of art 
which exemplifies our vision – “Until all children are well.”

In April 1990, Toby Shor brought her one-week-old son, Spencer, to 
the Emergency Department at Driscoll Children’s Hospital. Spencer 
was refusing to eat and crying inconsolably. His temperature 
revealed a shocking 101.8 – a dangerously high fever for an infant. 

Doctors at Driscoll immediately performed a spinal tap on Spencer, 
and he was admitted for observation. The next three days were 
taxing as Spencer’s fever continued and doctors were still searching 
for answers. On day four of persistent fever, doctors performed 
another spinal tap. This time, his results came back positive for 
spinal meningitis, a rare condition for babies under one month old. 

While 90 percent of these babies survive, anywhere from 20 to 50 
percent have long-term complications, like learning difficulties and 
vision problems. 

“I would drive home, and I would think, ‘Am I going to have to bury 
this child?’” said Toby. “It was the most frightening time of my life.”

Spencer spent a month in Driscoll’s Neonatal Intensive Care Unit 
(NICU). Because of the medical expertise and care he received while 
at Driscoll, today Spencer is a healthy young man.

“I’m so glad we had Driscoll Children’s Hospital here,” said Toby. “I 
just feel so grateful.”

To celebrate Spencer’s life and show her appreciation for the doctors 
and staff at Driscoll, Toby created Spencer’s Place for all patients 
and families to enjoy. Located on the first floor of the new Pavilion, 
Spencer’s Place is equipped with an interactive wall and seating for 
children of all ages, heights and abilities. 

Thank you, Toby, for your generous gift to Driscoll and the 
community.

Children’s sculpture brings hope to Driscoll families

Spencer’s Place: a gift back to Driscoll

Tom, Diane, Samantha, Dos, Louisa and Isla Gates gather around the children’s statue during a special dedication and blessing Oct. 22, 2020. 

Artist: Matthew Placzek, Monumental Sculpto

Driscoll Children’s Hospital Development Foundation



Driscoll Children’s Medical Plaza – 
McAllen teamed up with the McAllen 
Professional Law Enforcement 
Association to make the holidays bright 
for Driscoll patients. Santa made a 
surprise visit to pass out toys collected 
from around the community to patients 

at the Medical Plaza. 

Children’s Miracle Network partner 
Walmart granted Driscoll Children’s 
Medical Plaza – McAllen $4,800 to 
purchase toys for the patients, which 
were also handed out during operation 
“Blue Santa.” 

Santa also stopped by the Driscoll 
Children’s Specialty Center – Brownsville, 
where the Driscoll Health Plan and 
Brownsville Police held a drive-through 
toy giveaway for patients and members.

Thanks to Stripes® Stores and customers, the 2nd 
annual in-store charitable campaign, held Nov. 4-17, 
2020, raised more than $197,000 for the Stripes Child 
Life Program at Driscoll Children’s Hospital. 

This year celebrates the 11th anniversary of Stripes 
partnership and its commitment to the Driscoll Child 
Life Specialists. The Child Life Specialists at Driscoll 
help decrease stress and anxiety that may be felt by 
some patients and their families during their hospital experience. 

They provide procedural support and distraction, coping strategies, education, 
opportunities for play and socialization, and they often help children understand their 
diagnosis and treatment. Our team of Child Life Specialists work in various departments 
throughout the hospital and clinics in McAllen and Brownsville. 

Thank you, Stripes® Stores and customers for helping Driscoll continue to provide 
compassionate care to children across South Texas. 

Driscoll patients in the Valley 
get surprise visit from Santa

Stripes Stores support 
Driscoll’s mission 
through annual campaign

Kamille, age 2, takes a break from cancer 
treatment to enjoy the Stripes Child Life 
Playroom at Driscoll Children’s Hospital.

The Stripes Child Life Team consists of 13 specialists and assistants, who provide services to inpatients, Radiology, Pediatric Intensive 
Care Unit, Emergency Department, Day Surgery, Cancer and Blood Disorders Center, Outpatient Renal Dialysis, Neonatal Intensive Care Unit, 
and subspecialty services in McAllen and Brownsville.
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Children’s Miracle Network partner 
Walmart granted Driscoll Children’s 
Medical Plaza – McAllen $4,800 to 

purchase toys for the patients, which 
were also handed out to patients during 

operation “Blue Santa.” 
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Thanks to a generous donation from the Hall 
Family, patients of Driscoll Children’s Outpatient 
Rehabilitation Department were able to select a toy 
from the H-E-B Kids’ Market after their therapy visit 
during the days leading up to Christmas. 

Rob Hall, H-E-B Gulf Coast Regional Vice President 
and General Manager, along with his wife Stacey, 
and their children, Kathryn and Aaron Whitehead, 
and Robin and Ethan Kok, brought a good dose of 
holiday spirit to the H-E-B Kids’ Market at Driscoll 
by providing hundreds of toys to the patients and 
families at Driscoll. 

Over 600 children were able to select a toy from 
the shelves of the Market, which is typically 
stocked with grocery items. Rehab patients use 
the Market to work on fine motor skills or speech 
and play. 

 Thank you to the Hall Family for making the 
holidays brighter for the children at Driscoll!

Hall Family stocks H-E-B Kids’ 
Market with Christmas gifts

Driscoll Children’s Hospital 
first pediatric site in the US
to deploy Tesla-style 7D 
Surgical Navigation System

Stacey Hall (from left), Kathryn Whitehead, Robin Koc, Ethan Koc, Rob Hall, and Aaron 
Whitehead deliver gifts to patients at Driscoll Children’s Hospital on Dec. 17, 2020.

HEB Kids’ Market in Driscoll’s Rehabilitation Center opened in 2013. “The market helps us create 
a series of activities that children will encounter in the real world,” said Susan Fields, Director of 
Driscoll’s Rehabilitation Services Department. “It allows them to have fun and learn at the same 
time. Children learn best when they don’t know they’re working.”

5-year-old Janiel Rivera selects a 
rocket ship from the shelves of the 
H-E-B Kids’ Market.

Christopher Comstock, MD and Eric Wait, 
MD, Orthopedic Surgeons at Driscoll 
Children’s Hospital, stand beside Driscoll’s 
7D Surgical Navigation System.

As hospitals around the world look for new and innovative ways to improve 
surgical outcomes and patient safety, Driscoll Children’s Hospital has taken 
a leap into the future by becoming the first children’s hospital in the country 
to install the 7D Surgical System for spinal procedures. This system virtually 
replaces standard fluoroscopy, providing the surgical team with a fast, 
accurate and radiation-free tool for the placement of spinal implants. 

“Driscoll has always been proactive in ensuring that we have the right 
tools to protect our patients and enhance patient care, which is why we 
supported the purchase of the 7D Surgical System,” said Eric Hamon, 
President and CEO of Driscoll Health System. “This investment is important 
and underscores our commitment to patient care and the communities we 
serve.” 

The 7D Surgical System is the first and only Machine-Vision Image 
Guided Surgery (MvIGS) platform. For the first time, spine surgeons 
can guide their tools to the critical anatomy using sophisticated 
camera technology linked to a computer in the operating theater.  
The underlying technology is similar to what is used in the latest 
self-driving automobiles. Unlike time-consuming conventional 
image guided surgery (IGS) systems that depend on intraoperative 
radiation, this new MvIGS platform can achieve an incredibly fast 
surgical workflow for spine procedures, reducing operative time for 
patients.  

Christopher Comstock, MD, Orthopedic Surgeon at Driscoll 
Children’s Hospital, said that 7D spinal navigation is designed 
to improve the accuracy of surgery during complex spinal 
deformity cases. “Over the last 25 years here at Driscoll, we 
have operated on extremely complex spinal deformities.  
Fortunately, our success rate has been very high, but this new 
technology makes it even better. It clearly shows the anatomy 
at every level of the spine and helps the surgeon adapt to any 
type of spinal abnormality. The most complex spinal cases 
can be done very safely with this technology.”

Dr. Comstock said he has high hopes for Driscoll and its use 
of 7D spinal navigation. “We have an excellent setup here with 
a great surgical team, excellent anesthesiologists, intensivists, 
hospitalists and nursing staff to really have a state-of-the-
art spinal deformity center for all of South Texas.  I envision 

Driscoll and 7D partnering to continue to improve and 
develop the technology for its use in children’s 

hospitals across the country on complex 
pediatric spinal deformity cases.” 

“Driscoll has always 
been proactive in 
ensuring that we 
have the right tools to 
protect our patients 
and enhance patient 
care, which is why 
we supported the 
purchase of the 7D 
Surgical System,” said 
Eric Hamon, President 
and CEO of Driscoll 
Health System.
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Kamille:
Mom of Valley cancer patient 
loves care she receives at 
Driscoll Children’s Hospital
In September 2019, toddler Kamille 
Fernandez of Elsa was at her daycare 
center when her caregiver noticed that 
Kamille’s stomach looked larger than 
normal. When Kamille’s mother, Daisy 
Gonzalez, was informed, she became 
concerned as she realized her daughter 
had recently experienced fevers and 
diarrhea. 

Daisy brought Kamille to the local 
hospital, where a large mass was found 
in Kamille’s lower abdomen. The mass 
was discovered to be a malignant 
tumor, a byproduct of Stage Four 
Rhabdomyosarcoma, a rare soft tissue 
cancer.

Kamille was flown by helicopter to 
Driscoll Children’s Hospital in Corpus 
Christi, where she was prepped for 
surgery to remove the mass. Following 
recovery from surgery, Kamille began 
chemotherapy using a mediport on the 
right side of her upper chest. 

She still comes to the Cancer and Blood 
Disorders Center at Driscoll Children’s 
Hospital and typically receives her 
chemotherapy every two weeks, or when 
her blood counts have been met. 

“Kamille lights up the clinic every visit. She 
is often seen ‘breaking out in dance’ with 
the clinic staff, and brings a smile to all,” 
said Farha Sherani, MD.

“Kamille is a ray of sunshine when it’s her 
day to come into clinic. She brightens up 
our day with her adorable little giggle and 

playful personality,” said Lauren Rios, RN.

The COVID-19 pandemic began a few 
months into Kamille’s treatment, and 
Daisy said her daughter was ready for the 
new coronavirus. 

“Fortunately, Kamille, at the age of 
one and a half, knew how to keep her 
mask on. Many people don’t know what 
cancer patients go through. They have 
to keep their distance to avoid any type 
of infection. Experiencing the COVID-19 
pandemic is what cancer patients go 
through on a daily basis,” she said.

Like many other oncology patients, 
Kamille has made quite an impression on 
Driscoll staff.

“Our precious angel puts a smile on our 
faces all the time. She is so brave and 
strong,” said Nkechi Mba, MD, Medical 
Director, Cancer and Blood Disorders 
Center at Driscoll Children’s Hospital.

“Her innocent giggle can light up a room 
or turn the gloomiest of days around,” said 
Alexis Lemke, RN.

According to Daisy, their time at Driscoll 
has been memorable. 

“Since our very first day at Driscoll 
Children’s Hospital, we felt comfortable. 
Even though we were going through some 
tough times, the nurses did the best they 
could to make us feel welcome. We were 
in good hands and still are.

“All of the staff are very nice and friendly. 
They have become family to Kamille and 

myself. Being here for a year now, we’ve 
had the privilege to meet most. I would 
like to mention them all but there are just 
too many. From the security guards, the 
kitchen staff, custodians, patient relations, 
Family Connection, Kamille’s speech 
therapist, (Stripes) Child Life (Program 
at Driscoll Children’s Hospital), chaplain, 
our caseworker, the nurses in 4th Tower, 
our favorite, and the oncology clinic. 

We’ve had an awesome experience with 
Driscoll.”

Daisy makes a special point to 
recognize the physicians who have 
treated Kamille. “I will forever be 
grateful to Dr. (Stephen) Almond and 
Dr. (Mohammad) Emran for Kamille’s 
surgeries. Dr. (Nkechi) Mba, Dr. (Farha) 
Sherani, Dr. (Catherine) Boston, Dr. 
(Ndina) Nhlane, and Dr. Barbara 
(Chimbunde), since they kept Kamille 
well taken care of, happy and, most 
importantly, loved. I believe one of 
the residents that always made sure 
Kamille was happy and smiling was Dr. 
Peter (Meshreky). He always went far 
and beyond the expectations. He really 
was a huge blessing for us.”

According to Driscoll staff, Kamille is 
quite a sharp dresser too.

“From her Minnie Mouse outfits and 
bows to her sassy attitude, Kamille is 
a joy to take care of,” said Catherine 
Boston, MD.

“Two of the best sounds that I get to 
hear in this clinic are her laugh and her 
squeaky shoes,” said Nicholas Loredo, 
RN. 

“She is the cutest little thing. Love when 
you hear her in clinic with her squeaky 
shoes,” said Alyson Paris, NP.

Kamille is a cancer fighter, but she is 
also a two-year-old who likes dogs, 
coloring, popping bubbles and playing 
with her tea party set. “I would say her 
favorite thing is to have all the attention 
she can get, especially from her four 
older sisters. Kamille is so cheerful, 
friendly and so loving, despite all she 
has gone through. She is just my sweet 
little baby,” said Daisy.

Daisy describes her daughter’s health 
situation as a learning experience. “We 
should never take our family for granted, 
our health. We greatly appreciate all our 
heroes at Driscoll Children’s Hospital 
who work very hard and dedicate their 
lives to save children like ours.”

“Since our very 
first day at Driscoll 
Children’s Hospital, 
we felt comfortable. 
Even though we were 
going through some 
tough times, the 
nurses did the best 
they could to make 
us feel welcome. We 
were in good hands 
and still are.”

– Daisy Gonzalez, 
Kamille’s mother

Pictured at right:
Cancer and Blood Disorders Center 
at Driscoll Children’s Hospital patient 
Kamille Fernandez of Elsa likes dogs, 
coloring, popping bubbles and playing 
with her tea party set.
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Driscoll welcomes 
new physicians

Fernando Molina Berganza, MD, has joined the staff of Driscoll Children’s Hospital as a 
Pediatric Cardiologist. 

Dr. Berganza received his medical degree from School of Medicine “Dr. Luis Edmundo 
Vasquez,” Dr. Jose Matias Delgado University in Santa Tecla, El Salvador. 

He completed his Residency in Pediatrics at Driscoll Children’s Hospital, Texas A&M 
University in Corpus Christi, Texas. 

Dr. Berganza completed his Fellowship in Cardiology at Steve and Alexandra Cohen 
Children’s Medical Center, Hofstra University in New Hyde Park, New York.

He is board certified by the American Board of Pediatrics and the American Board of 
Pediatric Cardiology.

Daniel McKenna, MD, has joined the staff of Driscoll Children’s Hospital as a Pediatric 
Cardiologist and Medical Director of Pediatric Cardiology. 

Dr. McKenna received his medical degree from State University of New York at Buffalo 
School of Medicine in Buffalo, New York. 

He completed his Residency in Pediatrics at State University of New York at Buffalo 
School of Medicine in Buffalo, New York.

Dr. McKenna completed his Fellowship in Pediatric Cardiology at University of 
Pittsburgh Medical Center Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

He is board certified by the American Board of Pediatrics in Pediatric Cardiology.

Oluwafemi Ojo, MD, has joined the staff of Driscoll Children’s Hospital as a Pediatrician. 

Dr. Ojo received his medical degree from Obafemi Awolowo University in Ife, Nigeria. 
He received a Master of Public Health degree from Harvard School of Health in Boston, 
Massachusetts. 

Dr. Ojo completed his Residency in Pediatrics at Driscoll Children’s Hospital in Corpus Christi, 
Texas. 

He is board certified in Pediatrics by the American Board of Pediatrics.

Briana Sacco, MD, has joined the staff of Driscoll Children’s Hospital as a Child & Adolescent 
Psychiatrist. 

Dr. Sacco received her medical degree from the University of Texas Medical Branch in 
Galveston, Texas. 

She completed her Residency in Pediatrics, Psychiatry and Child & Adolescent Psychiatry at 
the University of Pittsburgh Medical Center in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

Dr. Sacco is board certified in General Psychiatry and Child & Adolescent Psychiatry.

Drew Thodeson, MD, has joined the staff of Driscoll Children’s Hospital as a Pediatric 
Neurologist. 

Dr. Thodeson received his medical degree from Medical College of Georgia in Augusta, Georgia. 

He completed his Residency in Pediatrics and Child Neurology at University of Pittsburgh 
Medical Center Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

Dr. Thodeson completed his Fellowship in Pediatric Epilepsy and Pediatric Clinical 
Neurophysiology at UT Southwestern Medical Center Children’s Medical Center Dallas in Dallas, 
Texas.

He is board certified in Epilepsy, Clinical Neurophysiology and Neurology (with special 
competency in Child Neurology).

Bo Rum Kim, MD, has joined the staff of Driscoll Children’s Hospital as a Hospitalist. 

Dr. Kim received her medical degree from the University of Buenos Aires, Faculty of 
Medicine in Buenos Aires, Argentina.  

She completed her Residency in Pediatrics at Pedro de Elizalde General Children’s Hospital 
in Buenos Aires, Argentina, and Driscoll Children’s Hospital/Texas A&M College of Medicine 
in Corpus Christi, Texas.

She is board certified in Pediatrics by the American Board of Pediatrics. 

Fernando Molina Berganza, MD

Daniel McKenna, MD

Oluwafemi Ojo, MD

Briana Sacco, MD

Drew Thodeson, MD

Bo Rum Kim, MD
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Planned giving
Ways to make an impact

Get involved.
There are many ways to get involved with Driscoll Children’s 
Hospital and support our work while also spreading our 
message. 

For some, volunteering is a great option, but if volunteering is 
not possible or just not for you, consider sharing our stories or 
posts on social media. Talk with loved ones about why Driscoll 
Children’s Hospital is important to you. You may inspire others 
to support our mission in the future. Patricia’s legacy:

Patricia was born in England in 1927 and moved 
to California soon after surviving WWII. There, 
she met and married Rudy, who served in the 
U.S. Marines and the U.S. Coast Guard. Upon 
retirement, Patricia and Rudy settled in a small 
community outside of Harlingen. Patricia and 
Rudy were without children. Rudy passed away 
many years ago and when Patricia passed away 
in 2018, she left a bequest of more than $500,000 
to Driscoll Children’s Hospital. 

Her planned gift to Driscoll helped create the 
beautiful new Pavilion where children from all over 
South Texas receive life-changing care. More than 
that, her gift has created hope for the most fragile 
children in the new Pediatric and Cardiac Intensive 
Care Units. Patricia’s gift has provided a chance 
for a bright and healthy future for children in South 
Texas. 

To learn more about how you can create a 
lasting legacy through a planned gift to Driscoll 
Children’s Hospital, visit www.driscollchildrens.
org/plannedgiving. 

Make a future gift.
Believe it or not, there are many ways you can make a gift to 
Driscoll Children’s Hospital without giving up assets you may 
need today. 

One popular option is to include a gift to support Driscoll 
Children’s Hospital in your will or living trust. You’ll extend your 
support for our work while still having what you and your family 
need today. 

We invite you to join the Clara Driscoll Society, which honors such 
special individuals. Here is a link to more information: 
www.Driscollchildrens.org/claradriscollsociety

Many people have been inspired to support the causes and organizations they are 
most passionate about this past year. There are many different ways you can be a 

part of the life-saving care through Driscoll Children’s Hospital. 

Partner With Us
To learn about other ways you can support Driscoll 
Children’s Hospital, by getting involved or through a future 
gift, contact Sean Pieri, Vice President, at Sean.Pieri@
dchstx.org or (361) 694-6050. 

Driscoll opens new Sleep Center

Thanks to a generous donation from the 
Auxiliary to Driscoll Children’s Hospital and 
former Driscoll Pulmonologist Paul Nolan, 
MD, Driscoll Children’s Hospital is helping 
evaluate and manage the sleep concerns 
of the children of South Texas.

The Driscoll Pediatric Sleep Center, an 
exclusively pediatric sleep center in South 
Texas, is now open. 

In charge of the program is Amine Daher, 
MD, a Pediatric Pulmonologist and Sleep 
Medicine Physician who is the Medical 
Director of the Driscoll Pediatric Sleep 
Center. Also part of the program is Marcos 
J. Valdez, MD, a Pediatric Neurologist and 
Sleep Medicine Physician.

“The launching of the Driscoll Pediatric 
Sleep Center allows us to evaluate and 
treat the entire spectrum of pediatric sleep 
disorders from neonates to young adults,” 
said Dr. Daher.

Treatment can be done in person at the 
hospital in Corpus Christi or via In-Touch, 
a telehealth platform used in Driscoll 

satellite clinics.

The sleep doctor will perform a clinical 
evaluation and develop a sleep care plan 
program for each child, based on the 
concerns of the parents and primary care 
provider. The sleep care plan may include 
diagnostic testing such as a sleep study, 
strategic behavioral changes, a referral to 
various specialties such as an Ear, Nose 
& Throat (ENT) Specialist and clinical 
follow-ups.

The Driscoll Pediatric Sleep Center was 
developed to manage all pediatric sleep 
disorders. The physicians and staff 
are trained to help parents recognize 
when a child’s particular sleep pattern 
can be considered as developmentally 
appropriate or a variant of normal, and 
when further evaluation might be needed.

“A sleep medicine evaluation may be for 
isolated sleep-related concerns or as part 
of a medically broader and more complex 
evaluation. The treatment plan can be 
in conjunction with the patients, their 
parents, community pediatricians as well 
as various pediatric specialists,” said Dr. 
Daher.

A sleep study, also known as a 
Polysomnography, involves monitoring 
a child’s sleep to evaluate various sleep 
disorders. Sleep physicians reassure 
parents and patients the procedure 
is painless, so there’s nothing to be 
concerned about.

“With regards to pediatric sleep studies 
specifically, in addition to providing 
excellent insight into a child’s sleep, they 
also can be a powerful tool to monitor the 
outcome of interventions as well as the 
progression of various pulmonary, cardiac, 
gastrointestinal or neurologic conditions,” 
said Dr. Daher.

Some of the pediatric sleep disorders that 
are addressed by the clinic:

• Patients with snoring and concerns for 
obstructive sleep apnea or other sleep-
disordered breathing.

• Excessive daytime sleepiness and the 
various hypersomnia conditions.

• Behavioral insomnia and difficulty 
sleeping.

• Parasomnias, restless leg syndrome and 
abnormal movements in sleep.

The importance of proper sleep for a child 
should never be underestimated.

“Sleep takes up more than a third of a 
child’s life. As such, providing high quality, 
pediatric-specific sleep medicine services 
under the umbrella of Driscoll Children’s 
Hospital will no doubt help improve the 
care of our population of children in South 
Texas,” said Dr. Daher.

Driscoll Pediatric Sleep Center Overnight Sleep Technologist Deborah Monroe, RPSGT, 
prepares a patient for a sleep study.

“The launching of the 
Driscoll Pediatric Sleep 
Center allows us to evaluate 
and treat the entire 
spectrum of pediatric sleep 
disorders from neonates to 
young adults,” said 
Amine Daher, MD.

http://www.driscollchildrens.org/plannedgiving
http://www.driscollchildrens.org/plannedgiving
https://www.facebook.com/driscollchildrenshospital
https://www.Driscollchildrens.org/claradriscollsociety
https://twitter.com/dchstx
https://www.instagram.com/driscollchildrenshospital/
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtqq8zsT6XLg10Z0cCoTqnA
https://linkedin.com/company/driscoll-childrens-hospital/
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Honor giving
September 25 - December 31, 2020
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Memorial giving
September 25 - December 31, 2020

While every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of these lists, errors sometimes occur.  
If a mistake has been made, please accept our apology and notify the Development Foundation at (361) 694-6401.

Andres S. Banda 
Mrs. Cecile Pesek

Berta Bates 
Ms. Barbara E. Dodson

Nate Boehl 
Doehrman Welding Service

Marihelen P. Boyd 
Mrs. Kathryn K. Kramer

Dr. Ernest D. Buck 
Dr. Erin Buck

Valerie Caldwell 
Dr. and Mrs. Gaylord Hoyt

Jeffrey Cobbs 
Mrs. Cecile Pesek

David L. Cook 
Ms. Patrice Clayton

Richard Cortes 
Mrs. Virginia G. Leeds

Lori L. Dellinger 
Ms. Lisa Strickhausen

Jackson DuBose 
Ms. Karen L. DuBose

Larry DuBose 
Mr. and Mrs. Larry DuBose

Tanner Dunn 
Mrs. Caitlin Bethel

Margaret S. Eshleman 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard J. Hatch, Jr.

Martinez Family 
Mrs. Leah Cook

Susan T. Fields 
Ms. Barbara E. Dodson

Dr. Daniel Gorsage 
Mr. Randall Taff

Levi Haas 
Dr. Bradley Haas

Robert G. Hays 
Mrs. Cecile Pesek

J. Andy Hill 
Mrs. Susan Dudich

Ann E. Hodges 
Ms. Mary Beth DeLano

Kasen Jalufka 
Tortilla Flat Cattle Co.

Joann James 
Ms. Lisa Strickhausen

Janie M. Minten 
Captain and Mrs. Garette E. Lockee

Dorothy R. Minten 
Captain and Mrs. Garette E. Lockee

Esther Minten 
Captain and Mrs. Garette E. Lockee

Matthew Minton 
Ms. Rhonda Mendez-Dowell

Kristy W. Morale 
Ms. Barbara E. Dodson

Frances Morgan 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard J. Hatch, Jr.

S. Loyd Neal 
Mr. John Dennis 
Mrs. Claudia L. Lobell

Gerald J. Pascador 
Mrs. Cecile Pesek

Adrian Perez 
Ms. Rhonda Mendez-Dowell

Maximo D. Ramirez 
Mrs. Claudia Cantu

Andres A. Rebeles 
Circle R Electric & Air Conditioning

Occupational, Physical, Speech Therapy, 
Audiology Rehab Unit 
Ms. Barbara E. Dodson

Carolina S. Reyna 
Mr. and Mrs. Roberto Reyna

Hector Rios 
Mrs. Valentina A. Masias

Kyla E. Rodriguez 
Mr. and Mrs. Martin C. Segura

Anna Rossetti 
Ms. Barbara E. Dodson

Westin Scheible 
Ms. Caroline Scheible

Caitlin Seifert 
Ms. Deborah Cook

Kabel Thompson 
Ms. Sherry D. Henderson

Karla M. Wilburn 
Ms. Lisa Strickhausen

Sandra G. Williamson 
Ms. Mary Beth DeLano

John Wilson 
Ms. Mary Beth DeLano

Yu I. Wu 
Mrs. Cecile Pesek

The Staff of Rehabilitation Department 
Ms. Barbara E. Dodson

All Children 
Mr. Elmer L. Sewell

Wedding Anniversary 
Mr. Dan A. Dill and 
Dr. Maria G. Dill

Ruben Alvarez 
Mrs. Maria S. Alvarez

Arnold L. Baker 
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald R. Baker

Patsy Barry 
Mr. and Mrs. Leroy Jendrusch

Emma Cantrell 
Mr. and Mrs. Lee A. DeLaune

Randy Charba 
Randy Charba Classic, Inc.

Mary R. Coco 
Ms. Barbara J. Coco

Joe Dealey 
The Joe M. and Doris R. Dealey 
Family Foundation

Aimee L. DeHoyos 
Mr. and Mrs. Amado R. Trevino

Wanda DeLaune 
Mr. and Mrs. Amado R. Trevino 
Mrs. Abie J. Shanks 
Mr. and Mrs. Lee A. DeLaune 
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Findley 
Mr. and Mrs. Chuck Wilson 
Ms. Debbie Zomermaand 
Mrs. Amanda Little 
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Ash 
Mr. and Mrs. Larry C. Burnett 
Mr. and Mrs. Adolfo Moreno, Jr.

Ruth K. Denman 
CB Cattle Co

Molly Dodson 
Mr. Joe Mokry 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Rolingson

Sue Dulaney 
Mrs. Georgia P. Schwartz

Gerald W. Eckel 
Mr. Randy Katcsmorak 
Ms. Patricia R. Kocurek 
Mr. and Mrs. Ray L. Boazman 
Mr. Bruce Ainsworth

Gertrude G. Eckel 
Ms. Carolyn Orth 
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Williams 
Bryan Air Conditioning and 
Heating 
Mr. and Mrs. Tommy Tackitt 
Mr. and Mrs. Leroy Jendrusch 

The Hondo National Bank 
Mr. Richard Seifert 
Mr. and Mrs. James B. Kotowski 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Heep 
Mr. and Mrs. David S. Chidgey 
Anco Insurance 
Boening Bros. Dairy, Inc. 
Mr. and Mrs. Randall L. Ramey

Eric Edelman 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Edelman

Adam Edelman 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Edelman

Grace Fields 
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Cornelius

George W. Flood 
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Nye

Teresa S. Garcia 
Mr. Roger S. Garcia

Lisa Garcia 
Mr. Lonnie N. Harvey

Frances L. Hans 
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Cornelius 
Ms. Carolyn A. Woods

Lizabeth T. Heard 
Mrs. Martha Heard

Bruce M. Henderson 
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher 
McNamara

Red Hinman 
Mr. Richard I. Hinman

Londyn H. Hockenberry 
Ms. Loraine Nemec

Joshua R. Holland 
Ms. Barbara Holland

Jerry Kane 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Super

William W. Keas 
Ms. Lenora M. Keas

John W. Landrum 
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald A. Hill 
Ms. Melinda S. Minks 
Miss Janie M. Minten 
Miss Dorothy R. Minten 
Miss Esther Minten

Amy E. Laudadio 
Mr. and Mrs. Peter McNally

Joe B. Lemer 
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Findley

David M. Lozano 
Mr. and Mrs. David M. Lozano

Diana Luna 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Pullin, Jr.

Laura S. McComb 
Mrs. Carmie Ferland

Shirley D. McCrone 
Reverend and Mrs. Thomas R. 
McCrone

LaVonne McDaniel 
Judy M. Knowles, D.C. 
Progreso Coop 
Gowan Seed Co. 
Mr. and Mrs. Tony Fasano 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul McDaniel 
Mr. and Mrs. Randy Bailey 
Mr. and Mrs. David A. Loe 
Ms. Joan Kelly 
Ms. Tammy L. Wheeler

Juan Medrano 
Mrs. Georgia P. Schwartz

Carol Naiman 
Mrs. Jo Green

Sandra S. Neth 
GTC, Special

Savannah K. Paschal 
Ms. Donna H. Hafner

Bernard A. Paulson 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard D. Tuttle

Edward Pawlik 
Mr. and Mrs. Leroy Jendrusch

Tomas Pena 
Mrs. Elda P. Flores

Travis J. Peters 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Bialek 
Mr. and Mrs. Kyle Priour 
Ms. Karen Fair 
Mrs. Lisa Medovich 
Mr. and Mrs. Edgar A. Wallace 
Mr. and Mrs. Clinton E. Brown

Tracie Petus 
Dr. and Mrs. Donald J. Priour

Saul Ponce 
Mr. John H. Ponce

Maria “Toni” A. Ramirez 
Mrs. Estella R. Mendez

Frank Rhew 
Mr. and Mrs. Leroy Jendrusch

Volker F. Ringleb 
Mrs. Betty S. Ringleb

Leo Rios 
Mr. and Mrs. Brandon Herridge

Don W. Rucker 
Mr. and Mrs. Franklin R. 
Schodek

James W. Simpson 
Mr. and Mrs. David M. Lozano

Charles W. Slaughter 
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Wortzel

Barry Spitz 
Mr. Robert G. Jacobi

Efrem Sprencel 
Mr. and Mrs. Leroy Jendrusch

Justin W. Strickland 
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey W. 
Strickland

Mary Lou Trevino 
Mr. Daniel D. Trevino

Darlene Turner 
Reverend Thomas S. Turner, III

Juan R. Velazco 
Mrs. Norma Ceballos-Herrera

Janelle Walker 
Maverick Technologies

Alena F. Watson 
Ms. Nancy Adams

David Weaver 
Mr. Nickelas Weaver

Robert Whatley 
Massey Farms, Inc.

My Grandchild/Grandchildren 
Mr. and Mrs. James T. ClarkYou can remember or honor a loved one, friend, grandchild, favorite doctor or nurse, or celebrate 

someone’s birthday by making a gift to Driscoll Children’s Hospital in their name. Driscoll will 
acknowledge your gift by sending a card of appreciation and recognition of your support for the 
children in South Texas. Thank you for making our mission your mission.
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Visit www.driscollchildrens.org/events for updates on upcoming events.  

Save the date:

Purchase tickets online at: www.driscollchildrens.org/fiesta-de-los-ninos

http://www.driscollchildrens.org/donate
http://www.driscollchildrens.org/events
http://www.driscollchildrens.org/fiesta-de-los-ninos
http://www.driscollchildrens.org/fiesta-de-los-ninos

